Youth
FINES AND FEES
in Kansas
The justice system in Kansas imposes
thousands of dollars in debt on youth and
their families–debt that many Kansans can’t
afford to pay.
But failure to pay forces kids back into the
system, racking up more costs along the way.
In a country where 40% of adults would
struggle to cover a $400 unexpected
expense,1 how do we expect kids to
cope?
For many, the burden falls on families, or
the debt follows youth well into adulthood
in the form of civil judgements and wage
garnishments.

https://www.cnbc.com/2019/07/20/heres-why-so-many-americans-cant-handle-a400-unexpected-expense.html
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What are FINES AND FEES?
Courts impose two kinds of monetary
penalties on youth in Kansas: fines and fees.
A report by the National Juvenile Defender
Center found that Kansas levies numerous
fines, fees, and costs against young people and
their families, which cover “virtually every
interaction with, and service ordered by, the
juvenile court.”
Each step of the juvenile justice system—
from trial to incarceration to diversion
or probation— brings with it new, often
exorbitant fee that families must pay.

• Fines are sums of money that are either
part or all of a sentence for a crime
Example: A $100 fine for misdemeanor 			
		
vandalism
• Fees are additional charges imposed on
people in the criminal legal system
Example: A $45 booking fee

All that money stacks up, and it places an
impossible burden on the shoulders of Kansas
families.

Nat’l Juv. Def. Cntr., Limited Justice: An Assessment of Access to and Quality of Juvenile Defense Counsel in Kansas at 61 (Oct. 2020),
https://njdc.info/wp-content/uploads/Kansas-Assessment-Web.pdf
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How do FINES AND FEES Stack up?
Fines and fees can add up fast, leaving
the youth buried and unable to escape the
system.
Here’s what a misdemeanor conviction for
vandalism could cost a Kansas family:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

$100
$34
$22
$500
$45
$200
$400
$60-120

• $1,061
• $100

fine
docket fee
Supreme Court fee
public defender fee
booking fee
DNA fee
laboratory fee
probation supervision fee
in fees
original fine

• $1,161 in fines and fees

If this person paid $20 a month, it would take
them seven years to pay off their debt.
And that’s just the beginning: if this youth is
placed on probation, an additional monthly
supervision fee will be charged to their
parents.
And, when kids can’t pay, their debt often
gets sent to collections agencies which add
surcharges of up to 30%. In most counties,
these debts are imposed on kids and their
families without any regard for their
ability to pay.
This can have a huge effect on kids even as
they try to get on their feet for adulthood.
Kids routinely leave the system with up to
$10,000 in debt. This can take a huge chunk
of their paycheck for years, making it hard
to become financially stable and leading to a
cycle of instability.
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It’s bigger than
JUST DEBT
• Criminalizing Poverty Fines and fees
disproportionately punish low income
youth.What may be irritating, or difficult,
for a person of means is devastating to
those struggling to get by. This sets up a
system of unequal punishment based on
socio-economic status.

• It Doesn’t Work Debt-based punishment
has the opposite impact on rehabilitation.4
It pushes people further into the criminallegal system and harms their ability to
get jobs, secure stable housing, and build
a better future. This creates a costly cycle
as people can’t escape the system.

• Unequal Impact on People of Color
Due to institutional racism, Black, Brown,
and Indigenous youth are over-arrested,
over-detained and over-charged. Likewise,
they receive more severe punishments,
including higher fees and fines than
similar circumstances for white youth.3

• Expensive for states and localities
Enforcement of fines and fees is expensive.
These fines and fees generate little net
revenue, because the act of collection
is so expensive. The resources spent on
collection could be better spent on efforts
to improve public safety.5

https://debtfreejustice.org/problem
Alicia Bannon, Mitali Nagrecha, and Rebekah Diller, Criminal Justice Debt: A Barrier to Reentry, Brennan Center for Justice, 2010, 30, http://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/
files/legacy/Fees and Fines FINAL.pdf; 5https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/steep-costs-criminal-justice-fees-and-fines 6https://debtfreejustice.org/our-impact 7https://www.law.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/2021.09.20-Conservative-Juvenile-Fees-and-Fines-Statement.pdf
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States across the nation are recognizing that
fines and fees have to go.6
We want Kansas to be one of them.
The Debt Free Justice For Youth Act would eliminate fines and fees for
all youth ages 25 and under. We’re working with a coalition of youth-focused
organizations and directly impacted, system-involved youth to make this a
reality. Lots of groups across the ideological spectrum agree: we need to end the
assessment and collection of fees and fines for young people in the justice
system and their families.7
Read more at [hyperlink to the bill summary or add URL], and make your
voice heard in support of this bill during this legislative session.

